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Jacob is on the run. He has deceived his father, taken the blessing meant for his brother, and left
home because staying may cost him his life. When he stops for the night, he has no tent, no table,
no family, and no clear future. He takes a stone for a pillow, and that stone becomes the hard
evidence of where his grasping has brought him. Jacob wanted a blessing, but he tried to secure it
by control, deception, and fear. Now he discovers what we all discover sooner or later: we cannot
bless ourselves, protect ourselves, or redeem ourselves.

Yet God meets Jacob in that very place. While Jacob sleeps, he dreams of a stairway between earth
and heaven, with the angels of God ascending and descending. The story recalls Babel, where
human beings tried to climb up and secure heaven on their own terms. But Bethel is different. Jacob
does not climb to God. God comes to Jacob. God speaks promise before Jacob knows how to
answer. God gives land, descendants, blessing, presence, protection, and return, not because Jacob
has earned them, but because God is faithful.

That grace does not excuse Jacob’s deception. It does something deeper. It refuses to let Jacob’s
failure have the final word. In Christ, we see the fullness of that promise. Jacob grasps for blessing,
but Christ receives the Father’s will in trust. Jacob runs from consequences, but Christ walks toward
the cross carrying ours. Christ becomes the true meeting place between heaven and earth.

This is why baptism matters. Baptism is not merely a reminder to behave better. It is God’s claim,
God’s promise, and God’s sign that grace begins from heaven’s side. When we lose our bearings,
we do not return to an empty place. We return to a promise God made before we knew how to keep
one.

This week, the invitation is simple: ask, “Where has God been present, and I did not know it?” The
hard places may not be the end of the story. God can still turn the stone beneath us into a sign of
grace.
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