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In James 2, the apostle confronts this everyday habit directly. Writing to believers, not outsiders,
James warns against favoritism in the community of faith. He describes a situation where wealth
and appearance determine how people are treated, and he namesit plainly as sin. The problem,
James suggests, is not ssmply bad manners but misplaced judgment. We claim to trust God’ s mercy,
yet we continue to evaluate people by outward appearances.

James reminds the church that God does not see the world the way we do. God often chooses those
whom society overlooksto be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom. This upside-down vision of
worth is embodied in the life of Jesus, who consistently crossed social boundaries, welcomed
outcasts, and shared meals with those deemed unworthy. When questioned about this, Jesus replied,
“It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.” Mercy, not judgment, reveals the heart of
God.

Faith, James insists, must be visible. Words of blessing that are never accompanied by action ring
hollow. If someoneisin need and we respond only with good intentions, our faith remains
incomplete. Living faith takes shape through concrete acts of mercy and compassion, especially
toward those who have nothing to offer in return.

The call of this passage is not to perfect love but to faithful alignment. As God’s Word takes root in
us, our words and actions begin to reflect the mercy we ourselves have received. The good newsis
not that we get this right on our own, but that God’s mercy in Christ goes before us, shaping usinto
a community where mercy truly triumphs over judgment.



